
Toni with an “i” on Community Health 
Growing up in Hawaii for Toni 

Muranaka was when teeth 

were cleaned annually in 

school and kids were given 

red chewable tablets to en-

sure brushing was done 

properly at home.   She recalls 

dental visits being fun and 

with a reward from a toy from 

the toy chest. “Ironically my 

sister Tammie and I liked the 

dentist so much that we often 

played dentist and patient!”, 

she exclaimed.   

 
Toni has over 20 years in the 

non-profit sector; 15 years in 
event management, 10 years 
in senior level marketing and 
business development, 10 
years in collaborative leader-
ship management, 6 years in 
patient care and 5 years in 
grant writing.  Held Executive 
Leadership positions at five 
non-profits;  American Heart 
Association, Mother’s Against 
Drunk Driving,  Aloha State 
Games & Senior Olympics, 
Make-A-Wish Hawaii and 
most recently in March, Toni 
celebrated her one-year 
anniversary at the Aloha 
Medical Mission. 

Two Functions One Mission 
Local dental clinic and worldly 
surgical and medical missions 
are what the Aloha Medical 
Mission (AMM) is all about; 
however,  when one hears 
“Aloha Medical Mission” the 
first thing that comes to mind 
is overseas support.  Taking 
care of our own community is 
foremost for AMM.  Realizing 
the importance of bringing 
such services to our own local 
community in Hawaii, AMM 
opened a free medical and 
dental clinic at the Institute 
for Human Services in 1995 
then relocated in 2002 to 

Palama Settlement, once the 
home of the Strong-Carter 
Dental Clinic.  In 2010 the 
clinic opened full-time.  In 
2012 AMM started the First 
Smile program, an interactive 
prevention program for chil-
dren, and Welcome Smile, 
which provides temporary 
restorative treatment for 
women who have been 
abused or incarcerated.  
AMM’s flagship presence 
continues to be Hawaii’s only 
free dental clinic.   

The Dental Clinic is located in 

the Kalihi Palama district – a 
medically underserved, low-
income, and a health profes-
sional shortage area for prima-
ry and dental care (The Pew 
Center on States, 2012).  About 
42% of our patients are low-
income and many uninsured or 
underserved.  AMM works with 
low-cost clinics as a link to long 
term dental care and compli-
ments the service of these com-
munity health agencies by 
providing interim care, thus, 
avoiding duplication of services, 
and leveraging our limited re-
sources more efficiently.   
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“Karli will collect 

and analyze 

community data” 

Mendel Sato,  D.D.S. 

New Dental Director 
We are pleased to announce 

our new Dental Director Men-

del Sato. D.D.S.  He has been 

practicing general dentistry in 

Honolulu for thirty-eight years 

with the emphasis in restora-

tive care. While transitioning 

from his practice to our clinic, 

he hopes to provide service to 

help those in need.  Profes-

sional affiliations include the 

American Dental Association, 

Hawaii Dental Association, 

Honolulu County Society, 

Academy of RV Tucker Study 

Clubs #44, Terry Tanaka Study 

Club of Hawaii and Hui O Ha-

waii Study Club.  Professional 

accomplishments include Ha-

waii Dental Association Board 

of Trustees 2009-2014, Hawaii 

Dental Association Volunteer 

member servicing various 

committees, Clinical Mentor/

Assistant Clinical Instructor 

University of Missouri-Kansas 

City RV Tucker Study Club and 

FACD member. 

Since his first day in December 

2016, Dr. Sato has focused on 

recruiting volunteer dentists as 

all are curious on what he’s  

Aloha Medical Mission (AMM) 

is Committed to putting smiles 

on the faces of women with 

the inaugural 2017 

“Mission in Motion” is an 

event to raise awareness and 

funds for “Welcome Smile” 

Women’s Dental Program.  

Mission in Motion led by Yumi 

Kraft and Christianna Mori-

waki, with a series of Zumba 

classes for the entire family 

over a two-hour period.   

If you know of a school that 

would like to Zumba with 

AMM to benefit both school 

and organization, please call 

847-3411! 

services, and worked as a Peer 

Adviser in the Center for Inter-

national Education. In her role 

as the Evaluation Process De-

veloper, Karli will collect and 

analyze community data in 

order to conduct a needs as-

sessment of free dental ser-

vices. In addition, she will help 

bring more awareness of AMM 

Dental Clinic’s services and 

local programs through out-

reach to community providers. 

Karli is serving as the Evalua-

tion Process Developer at 

AMM through partnership with 

Americorps and Aloha United 

Way. Originally from Minneso-

ta, Karli graduated in 2016 

from the University of Wiscon-

sin - Eau Claire with a BA in 

International Business and 

Marketing. Incorporated in her 

coursework, she assisted local 

organizations in projects to 

spread awareness of their 

Outreach 

doing and want to learn more 

about Aloha Medical Mission’s 

free dental clinic. To date we 

have thirteen volunteer den-

tists and a few more in the 

process of being credentialed.  

Many dentist  share their sur-

prise in the high quality equip-

ment and unsurpassed service 

AMM provides. 

Dr. Sato’s role is to oversee 

daily clinic operations and 

collaborate with the Executive 

Director.  Sato’s motto “when 

you're green you grow...when 

you're ripe, you rot .” 

A L O H A  M E D I C A L  M I S S I O N  

$1,000 

Raised for 

women In 

need of a 

new smile 

Karli Kreutzfeldt 

Evaluation Process Developer 

Mission In Motion Zumbathon 

“when you're 

green, you 

grow....when 

you're ripe, you 

rot ”. 



Queenie Laforga 

Office Manager 

First Smile 

P A G E  3  V O L U M E  1 ,  I S S U E  1  

First Smile is a preventive oral 
health education program, tar-
geting our pre-school and kin-
dergarten keiki, with the goal of 
reaching children at an early 
age to prevent dental complica-
tions as adults.  A 45-minute 
session is held in the classroom 
or at the AMM Dental Clinic 
where the dental hygienist will 
teach children how to brush, 
floss, and the importance of 
regular checkups and eating 
healthy versus unhealthy food.  

If the sessions are held at the 
clinic, it will include a tour of 
the facility and an opportunity 
for each child to sit in the den-
tal chair and hold a dental mir-
ror instrument.  Children will 
also receive an activity bag, 
which includes simple instruc-
tions on how to brush properly, 
activity sheets on dental care, a 
child’s toothbrush and tooth-
paste, an adult toothbrush and 
clinic information for the par-
ents. 

which are free of charge.  Re-
stricted donations from part-
ners are used to pay for dental 
laboratory fees and other re-
quired supplies.  We have dis-
covered that the cost per pa-
tient can range from $1,000 to 
as much as $4,000 with an aver-
age of $2,500.  With the expan-

The Welcome Smile (WS) pro-
gram provides restorative den-
tal care to survivors of domestic 
violence and women coming 
out of incarceration.  In addi-
tion to the restorative dental 
work, consisting of temporary 
dentures, the WS program also 
provides basic dental care, all of 

In October 2016 Mr. Thomas Ventura walked 

in with pain and wanted to be seen that day 

but there were no open appointments so he 

came back the next day.  Since his first visit 

with us,  he stops by to share his appreciation 

of food and priceless hugs.  

 

Every week we share “mission moments” with our 

team to  inspire one another to continue to do the 

work we do.  

 

For an appointment call Miki Topinio Suenaga at 

847-3400. 
 

Patient Connection 

sion of the clinic hours to five 
days per week, in 2016 we re-
stored the “smiles” of seven 
women.  

For more information, please 
visit our website and connected 
with a participating agency for 
referrals. 

“Everyone at the 

dental clinic is 

welcoming and 

accommodating!” 

 

Students dress in tooth  

costumes and learn the  

importance of flossing. 
Hygienist Justin 

Ricafort presents to 

eager students. 

Brittney Herring 

Dental Assistant 

Welcome Smile 

Thomas Ventura 

Patient & Donor 
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“have on an annual 

basis at least thirty 

percent of the grant 

budgeted to be 

available while 

AMM waits to be 

reimbursed” 

Lisa Grininger, M..D. 

VP Mission Committee 

Honduras Mission 
Celiamarie Moore, CRNA 
and Lisa Grininger M.D. led 
AMM’s recent surgical mis-
sion to Comayagua, Hondu-
ras in January.   Our group 
included volunteer sur-
geons, nurses, PAs, CRNAs 
and biomedical engineers 
from Hawaii, California, 
Washington, Georgia, 
Pennsylvania and Florida 
and a mix of new and re-
turning volunteers.  The 
group quickly became a 
cohesive unit and worked 
tirelessly with the local 
medical team from San 
Benito Medico Jose.  We 
were happy to provide or-
thopedic, gynecologic, ENT 

and general surgical opera-
tions for 68 patients, many 
of whom traveled for hours 
or even days for the sur-
gery and postoperative 
care.   We were humbled 
by the gratitude shown to 
us by the patients and fami-
lies.  We were invited to 
return in January 2018 and 
are already gathering vol-
unteers, supplies and dona-
tions for our next mission. 

receipts and then you get 

reimbursed.  Additionally, if 

there’s a discrepancy in 

spending, a deduction 

could arise.  Some of our 

staunch supporters are HDS 

and HMSA since 2002 and 

they do not require we 

spend first before giving us 

the money only govern-

ment grants.  Therefore, 

without support of charita-

ble foundations we could 

not continue the way we 

have been for past 20 years 

as a free dental clinic. AMM 

is very fortunate to be 

awarded through grants 

and never take them for 

granted.   

The Aloha Medical Mis-

sion’s (AMM) free dental 

clinic relies heavily on 

grants for dental staff and 

supplies. State and City 

GIA’s  (Grant in Aid) are just 

two of many that we never 

take for granted as there’s 

no guarantee that we will 

be awarded.   What many 

don’t know is that the rule 

of thumb for planning for a 

grant is to have on an annu-

al basis at least thirty per-

cent of the grant budgeted 

to be available while AMM 

waits to be reimbursed.  

How most  grants work is 

that you spend your own 

money first, submit the 

Not taking Grants for Granted 

A L O H A  M E D I C A L  M I S S I O N  

Colleen Minami 

Grant Writer  

& Advisory Board 



Kenneth 

Zenker,  

D.M.D. 

Volunteer Focus 

 

Trick or TEETH Inaugural 

Eat while you walk on May 20th 
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Join Team Aloha Medical Mis-

sion (AMM) and help raise 

needed funds for organization!  

The public is invited to partici-

pate in the Visitor Industry 

Charity Walk and preserve this 

tradition of sharing and kokua. 

You don’t have to be an em-

ployee of a lodging property, a 

member of the Hawai‘i Lodging 

& Tourism Association, or part 

of the visitor industry to partici-

pate. Anyone can! In fact, invite 

your family, friends, neighbors, 

clients, classmates, club mem-

bers, and anyone who’s inter-

ested to join us for a morning of 

food, fun, fabulous local enter-

tainment, and a little exercise 

to help Hawaii’s local charities. 

And with all the great food and 

fun, the Charity Walk is the only 

one in Hawaii where you can 

actually gain weight by raising 

money for a great cause. 

JOIN OUR AMM TEAM ONLINE! 

competed in a costume contest 
and receive prizes. A Thriller” 
flash mob dance by Gayla  
Traylor’s Kamehameha  Dance 
Team and a spectacular magic 
performance by none other than 
Greg Gabaylo.  Two-hundred 
Free lunches were given out 
courtesy of Glenn Wakai, two-
hundred ears of corn provided 
by Aloun Farms and a generous 
donation by Chad & Stephanie 
Buck!  
 

In October 2016 a timely mes-
sage for those who went door-
to-door to collect candy on Hal-
loween. “We want parents and 
children to know that it is okay 
to eat candy in moderation, but 
to always remember to brush 
and floss your teeth after eating 
sweets,” said Toni Muranaka, 
executive director of Aloha 
Medical Mission. Keiki enjoyed 
a variety of games, free oral 
health care supplies, courtesy 
of the HDS Foundation; and 

“100% of 

proceeds 

raised by 

AMM will go 

back to 

AMM!” 

http://www.charitywalkhawaii.org/oahu.html 

“2017 will be 

bigger as we 

partner with 

Palama 

Settlement” 

Volunteers are an invalua-
ble resource community organi-
zations have. The power of peo-
ple uniting and working togeth-
er for the betterment of their 
community. The image of 
the volunteer has changed over 
time, but at the Aloha Medical 
Mission it remains an essential 
part of our the organization’s 

success.  Kenneth Zenker, D.M.D is a 
dentist who had his own practice has 
been volunteering for several years con-
sistently every Monday and Friday.  “I  
volunteer to help people less fortunate 
who need dental work”, said Zenker. 

Please call 847-3411 if you are a dentist 
that wants to make an impact on our 
local community’s health. 



 
Aloha Medical Mission 

810 N. Vineyard Blvd. 

Honolulu, HI  96817 

Events 
 Saturday, May 20th — Join us at the  

Charity Walk.   

Online registration only 

 Friday, Nov. 3rd — Broadway Concert   

(more information next issue) 

Appointments Encouraged, Please Call 847-3400 
Email info@alohamedicalmission.org 
Subscribe to E-Newsletter to Save on Donor Dollars 

Special Mahalo 
 Farrington High School 

 Hawaiian Hope — Dental/Office Equipment 

 KCC Dental Assisting Program 

 McKinley High School Academy of Finance/ 

Hospitality & Tourism 

 Pre-Dental Association—Angela Nguyen 

 UH School of Nursing 

 UH Sociology  

Amazing Support $15k + 
 Clarence  T.C. Ching Foundation 

 Eddie & Elaine Flores 

 HDS 

 HMSA Foundation 

 Peter & Rosanna Hsi 

 The Queen’s Health Systems 

 State & City Grant In Aid (GIA) 

“Bringing Hope and Changing the Lives of the People We Serve Overseas and in Hawaii” 

Subscribe to our e-newsletter @ www.alohamedicalmission.org 

Color ink and gloss paper provided at no extra charge 


